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Vladimir SOCOR: | will focus on Moldova rather than on the regioechuse US relations to Ukraine
and to other countries in Central and Eastern Eueopl to Russia are constantly being discussedeThe
is a lot of information in the public domain abaytbut as regards Moldova it remains rather arcotes
corner in this debate because there is little kedgk about history and about current developments
affecting the geopolitics of Moldova. Geopoliticsnites on Moldova today for the first time in
Moldova’s history. Europe has become contiguoustddova direct neighbor and Russia is in the far
distance. This is a happy situation in a long andappy geopolitical history of Moldova. If you walk
through the city o Krakow you get the sense of @ggtortunity for Moldova. When you see the coat of
arms of Moldova on the royal buildings in Krakowcliding the Jagiellonian University and other
buildings symbolizing royal authority and the rogglendor of medieval Poland, Moldova could have
become attached to this European monarchy and ipayeer in the middle ages, but the chance was lost
and we have what we have today. | have listed ssxds for this presentation. The issue of location,
Europe, Russia, identity, sphere of influence amdiéx. These are the issues | want to touch upon.

Moldova’s location from a geopolitical standpoistthat of a permanent border land, a passive obfect
disputes among other parties over or in this tawitIn the European state system other states or
formations, state formations, sub-state entitieseviaditionally able to take advantage of suchagions

and to convert the risks into opportunities playwrigneighbor’s against each other or conductinglecy

of balance. Moldova did not do so because Moldadandt have a state, properly speaking and that
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happened because Moldova lacked a structured go€ietre was no organized state here, there was the
territory and the population unable to convertsigko opportunity, unable to play balance, theas wo
one to play balance. Yet, there was a potentiadaidhge in Moldova situation under ottoman rule from
the early sixteenth till late eighteenth centurieTpotential advantage was the location of Moldiara
away from the Turkish road to Vienna. Moldova wéétte, if any geopolitical interest to the Ott@m
port. So, a competent society, a structured palititass would have been able to build on it. kane
happened. Compare Moldova’s situation to the sanaif the Principality of Transylvania. Transylvan
was much closer to the Ottoman road to Viennaetbes the high interest for the Ottoman port, but
Transylvania was a highly organized society, thaggpality. It inherited the institutions of mediav
Hungary, it had a Prince, a Parliament, it had ttut®nal Laws and a deeply rutted constitutional
consciousness among the ruling classes a strongpisthative organization in counties, a strong tarly
organization, three cities and a well founded ®mlif Transylvania, very close to here; none of that
Moldova therefore no possibility to bargain witlPart for a real autonomy.

Following the retreat of the Ottoman Empire, theitiery of present Moldova ended up on the Russian
road of expansion in the direction of Constantieoplhat turned Moldova in a major strategic intecés
Russia and the result was a long series of Russiasions of Moldova’s territory, culminating byeth
annexation of Moldova by Tsarist Russia in 1812w&en 1812 and 1914/1917 there was no alternative
for this territory but to be a province of RussEampire, a situation that we can describe with asRuns
word which is merciless as the Russian rule itdmf alternativnosti). Such was the location of ditwia

that here was no alternative inside.

From the issue of location let me move on to tiseiesof Europe. The impact of Europe on Moldova,
culturally and geopolitically was a negligible ingpaf 600 years of history. Europe was not contiguo
to Moldova. Unaware of this history, some peopld @89 were saying there are four Baltic republics,
the three and Moldova. After that in '89 we expdcsgnchronic development of the Baltic States and
Moldova. How naive if you think about historic argeents. The territory of the present Baltic States
am especially referring to the territory of the gt Estonia and Latvia had an aristocracy, a Germa
aristocracy with roots in that territory of almaste thousand years of continuity, with a strongseenf
social mission as organizers of local society, yad highly developed towns, the Lutheran religion,
close ties to Universities in Germany, organic s$inwith the Hanseatic League and the direct
neighborhood of the Kingdom of Sweden and Denm@dmnpare this with Moldova. We had the
Ottoman Empire, the corrupt Greek - Orthodox Chumetl the Patriarchy of Constantinople and instead
of a responsible aristocracy we had an improvidasscof land owners recruited from among Fanariot
Greeks with no organic ties to this country no sesismission and we had a political ethics her¢ tha
this day is described with the term Byzantine. Tthiz is a part of the heritage and this also erplaat
least in part, the high, unrealistic hope of essalohg democracy over night in today’s Moldova give
such a heritage.

Europe made a geopolitical impact on Moldova ordgasionally and very late, and for brief moments.
One such moment was the Crimea war, when in 1958-18 powers from Western Europe intervened
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against Russia and defeated it. That brief monweitihout any follow-up, had nevertheless the efiafct
detaching three countries from Russian ruled Babsarand uniting those three countries to the other
part of Moldova under nominal Ottoman rule. It liad effect of internationalizing the Danube questio
and it created, if not in Bessarabia, at leastectosit, including the three Bessarabia countriegofean
protectorate which only lasted until the Congreks8erlin in 1878 when thing returned to the normal
“bezalternotivnosti”. Then, Europe made again gpgébcal impact on the R. of Moldova for two brief
moments, in the two World Wars through Germany tamedmoment the alternative appeared you could
see the effect for those brief moments. It waskbdo the German victory in the First World Warttha
Bessarabia was able to detach itself from Rusgiad, by the way, | thinking about Poland, Krakow,
Krinitsa, when my Polish host gave me a ride fromkoéw to Krinitsa you see the River San, it was on
the River San in 1915 that the German and Austarary broke the back of Russian Tsarist army and set
the stage, irreversibly for what was going to hapfvem the Baltic States to Moldova in 1917, 19t
collapse of Tsarist Russia. And then, the nest nmbraggeopolitical impact of Europe 1941 when the
territory of Bessarabia occupied by the Soviet Wnin1940 could be liberated from Soviet rule i%19
again thanks to the processes of flux that the i®kcd/orld War set in. Then again, back to
“bezalternotivnosti’ in 1944 until 1991.

My third point Russia. | jutted here the list of $8tan invasions of the territory of the present day
Moldova and of Moldova west to the River Prut oé thresent day Romania. The Russian invasions
occurred in 1711, 1739, 1768-1774, 1787-1791, 18802, 1827-1829, 1848, 1853-1854, first stage of
Crimea War, 1877-18778, 1914-1917, 1940-1941 avd f1944-1991. The present territory of Moldova,
both sides of the River Prut, of Romania as welswn the way of these constant Russian invasions,
geopolitical flood that prevented any developmdnndependent statehood, of local institutionsloofl
society and which excluded any kind of Europeaiopnag¢ven if Europe had been closer geographically.
That is why | said at the beginning that the geiipal history of Moldova is such a sad one.

My fourth point has to do with identity, nationalentity. Local population between the Prut and the
Nistru and eastern of the Nistru River never uneéetwa process of national development, the modern
sense, was never a part of national reviver thatimed in Europe from the late eighteen centutyta

late nineteenth and even the first part of the tigém century. The local population here was neaset

of that process. West of the Prut River, the Moltw/there along with other Romanians did undergo
this process starting after the Russian annexatidBessarabia in 1812. The separation of Bessarabia
from the rest of Romanian speaking population lnedeffect of isolating Bessarabia and of paralyzing
the development of national identity here. The lqoapulation here never advanced, not to this day,
never advanced from a fake consciousness to aiocossess of a modern nation. That is why till the
present day you have this tension between Mold@earsciousness and Romanian consciousness. The
situation is sadly similar to that in Belarus whére majority of the local population in the coynside

but also in the cities describe themselves as pefspm here, again a fake consciousness in a pre-
national state, stuck in a pre-national state.

Forum UE-M oldova, 26.04.2011 -3-

64, Sciusev str. MD-2012, Chisinau, Republic of ttnla, Tel: +373 22 22 44 30, Fax: +373 22 21 09 86
Websitewww.ape.md E-mail: office@ape.md



foreign policy association

AAIPE

asocialia pentru polfica externa

Sinteze si Dezbateri de Politica Externa

Forum UE- Moldova, 04.05.2011

In Moldova between the Prut and Nistru and eaghefNistru this results to this day in unnecessary
tensions partly because few carriers of the Ronmaidiantity do not often understand the reason ey t
majority of their fellow citizens cannot make thdentification. Of course, Romania itself as a estat
helped very little in this regard showing little derstanding for the non-synchronous development of
Romanian speaking people here and Romanian spepkiogle to the west. One result of this non-
synchronous development was the linguistic anducallt russification of the local population of
Bessarabia and of Transnistria even more. The Russnpire building project through the spread ef th
Russian language easily defeated the competingdda@in language”. Russian held social prestige, the
Moldovan language and culture could not hold tleeim, they there not a viable competitor to the
massive Russian culture and the cultural impa&ussia.

Had Romanian culture been able to penetrate athes®rut River? It might probably provide some
competition to Russian civilization but the locaaldct and the local culture was totally outclassed
Modernization, urbanization and even a model ofoRaan culture came to Bessarabia and to the Soviet
Moldova also, not from the West but from the Eaghwhe intermediation of Russia. Romania was not
able to act as an agent of Europeanization in Balstga partly because of isolation but also partly
because of Romania’s own weaknesses as a statgoaiedly. So, in a rather perverse way, European
influence during the ¥®century came not from the West but from the E&sRussia. There are many
symbols of this and of the many symbols | will fisst one. The long time Mayer of Chisinau, he edrv
as a Mayer of Chisinau for about 30 years id noyd&rs, Mr. Schmidt who was an ardent supporter of
Russian Tsarism and who was Mayer until 1917 and whant at the peace Congress at Versailles in
1919 to lobby for Russia “edinaia | nedelimaia” @elssarabia to remain a part of it. That is just on
example of many that could be given, but the pattentinued again, in some pervert way, duringetovi
times when modernization, urbanization, industzagion, education, all came from the east not fthen
West carried by Russian speakers imported fromintegior of Russia into Moldova. Of course, Soviet
authorities made that possible by Soviet Moldovd pnor to that Bessarabia, from the rest of Europe
and by making it a part of the Russian imperiajgnb

My point number five: spheres of influence. It wig history of Moldovan geopolitics to condemn
Moldova to become somebody’s outright possessi@pbere of influence. There are three possiblerole
for a territory in this context. A territory coulte somebody else’s outpost, serving as an offesginag
board; it can be somebody else’s buffer servingvimd conflict between powerful neighbors, situated
between them and serving to avoid conflict betwisem or battle field which is self explanatory, riggi

a battle field between neighbors, great powersirigunost of its history, Moldova was one or theesth
either somebody’s outpost or somebody’s bufferaitid field between somebody else. So, the hisasry

| outlined it is self explanatory in this regarditlve have heard the most recent version of thieqaof
development after soviet times and this most reeergion is called peacekeeping and it is the dofa
monopoly of Russia in terms of peacekeeping in Meédand in other former soviet territories. Since
1992 Russia has sought Western recognition of siRupeacekeeping monopoly on the former soviet
territory. That recognition was never forthcomingnever occurred, what has occurred is de facto
consent, silent acceptance by the West of the Rugseacekeeping monopoly over the former soviet
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territories and with this begins the building oé thpheres of influence. This is a building blockadads
spheres of influence building. Only now this monlgpis being challenged but it has been allowed to
become entrenched for about 15 years. Now EU &lyirchallenging it seriously, the USA does not th
EU does. The result is de facto partition of MoldoVhe sphere of influence concept has crystallized
only on paper through peacekeeping but on the grtlmough a de facto demarcation line and partition
of the country not as advanced as in Abkhazia andiSOssetia but in a less advanced state thae.ther

Finally my sixth point has to do with Moldova'’s Eas Border. | have made an arithmetical countland
found that during more than 600 years of historgnBnistria was never separated from the rest of
Moldova by a border. The only time in Moldova’s iemthistory when Transnistria was separated by a
border was 1791 until 1806 when the Russian emfpak a next Transnistria, but had not yet a next
Bessarabia, in 1919-1940 when Bessarabia was pRoroania. Except for these 36 years totally there
was never a border between Bessarabia and Tramenistnically enough, if you stood at Soroca and
looked over the Nistru River, what territory wasattkegally? It was the territory of the Polish-Liinian
Commonwealth legally. In fact, it was a no men’sdaconstantly raided by Kazaks and Tatars but a
completely unguarded border. And this was the &asthe late 1% century until today practically with
the exception of those 36 years. So, what do welada from here, we conclude that the existing
separation of Transnistria from Bessarabia is a ptetely unnatural situation. The Transnistrian
authorities from Tiraspol have the intension ofvdrey a border, an impossible border between the two
part of Moldova and that is up to us with the histal knowledge of the local culture to enlighteur o
western friends in the EU about the unnaturalnésisenoseparation of Transnistria from Moldova. llwi
stop here for the moment, thank you!

lulian FRUNTASU: Well thank you! First of all | would like to empsiae that | am here in my personal
capacity and not as advisor at the Prime Ministdviously, the political elite is conscious andlyul
aware of its responsibility because we base, Idcgpkak perhaps in my political capacities, we lspea
about our policies on what people of Moldova ward &uropean integration is obviously one of thst fir
priority of this country. | am not an expert on gebtics, | have to admit, sometimes it feels like
guess looking at stars, but | have to admit tHétel the comparison that our speaker has madeharra
poetic about Moldova being an asteroid and ourhi®gs being planets and galaxies.

| don’t know what Moldova is in this comparison bl direction is important. The direction we mave
Brussels basically and this is a strategic decitaéen by Moldovan elite and not just by Moldovéitee
unilaterally but, as | said early is based on vWiatdovan citizens want. | also want to come badiktle

bit on what our last speaker was saying aboutdéstity which is a rather long historical kind dadlzhte.

It is true that both identity and the statehoodas$ that strong as we would like this identity t® lut,
otherwise | would like to say that R. of Moldovaasproject under construction and the statehood is
something that we can build and we do build. Thenidy as well, by the way, in history there ar@tw
groups that advocate to different views about iten®©ne is called primordialists that say that are
born in identities that we can change; basically soe born in a family, into a culture, into a patiinto
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a state. The other one, constructivists say thatyéhing is an artifact; we can build from scratch
everything.

Between these two extremes | would rather favor |#s¢ one. | think that we are capable to start
something from the scratch and our very existea@eproof that we are successful and we will agheev
certain degree of stability and prosperity as wBle nation state itself is a notion that belongshie
past. And here European integration comes in verweniently because we can replace the idea of
nation state with EU as such. So, it is not jusiobject of foreign policy, it is not just an aim thfe
foreign policy but it's also something that beloragl will belong to what we will build from the stch,

as an identity as part of the identity of the RMwdldova is this European road. Indeed, Moldovaas
that well known in the world, in Europe increasingb.

Putting Moldova on the map is an important taskt @plomacy proved to be very successful last ceupl
of years in handling the situation. We had lotsdefegations and high level guests coming here and
going beyond all documents and negotiations andytvag what is important is that this people and
these officials see Moldova on the map. Starting pinocess is important because when people know
were Moldova is they feel connected to this parthef world and their project s come, ideas come,
human contact and others. Again, diplomacy has dog®od job and we will continue this way. |
remember for instance, the visit of Baroness CatheAshton here | think a month ago and she was
telling us that she knows articles from our Constih by heart which is kind of interesting thirlggh
official of the EU to know the Constitution of a alincountry in the neighborhood. | don’t know howe w
managed to attract this attention but we will cme on that skillfully. It is important also tceliver
results in internal reforms indeed because diplgntan deliver to a certain extent the attentiohtred
agreements and everything but what is importamtedkis that we, through our policies here in Moldo
deliver concrete results then it comes to refonustice system in particularly and obviously rise t
living standards in this country.

Speaking about the incentives that are mentionedisiparticular panel like Washington, Brusseld an
Moscow | would say that the current affairs arettgrenteresting in the world because is not thacmu
very clear leadership of a particular country. TH®, | think has taken rather humble role in thedat
event in Libya though it is also true that out bftlis missiles fired against Libya 99% were Antans
and nor European but, at least in diplomatic teitrimoks like the Europeans are also very activ@sTs
good because Europe seems to be more responsiliderfter lands as, Mr. Socor also mentioned, and
the road Europe has made from 10, 15 years agmagiag. We have EUBAM here; we have policies
that EU is developing regarding its neighborhood.

It is true that, however, financial crises is sdmreg that will make Europeans humble as well beeaus
the trouble the single currency is going throughihk will give some weight to some populist paél
movements in Europe be it on the left or on thatrig is true that Moldova has taken this road. Wi
make this trip; we know the end station Brusselswmidon’t know how this end station will look lile
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several years when we will arrive to this statigbl. is in a very fluid situation now. Financial @sscan
obviously open some opportunities for a strongerope. Any crises can open opportunities but
sometimes | am afraid that populism of the righd deft will take more power in the EU countries.
Looking at all these models | think that EU is &pty. Indeed we look around and see Beijing afi,we
we see Asian Countries dexterous in developingiamdementing policies but honestly speaking we
can't afford ourselves any sort of fancies gams #mything that is out of the border of Europe bsea
the geographical proximity, in a way, decides draldttraction of Europe is very big. | think thiglwe

the shortest intervention from my side becauseumeout of time but will be happy to take questions.

Institutul de Studii Estice din Vagovia in parteneriat cu Asocia pentru Politici Externg din
Moldova a organizat in perioada 29 — 31 martie 20E@rumului Economic Uniunea Europeaii —
Moldova sub patronajul domnilor Vlad Filat, Primulu Ministru al Republicii Moldova si Donald
Tusk, Primul Ministru al Poloniei. Primul Forum UE - Moldova a servit drept un cadru pentru
schimb de idei, experig# si discuii privind posibile colaboiiri pe viitor.
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