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Executive Summary

For international diplomacy, European geopolitics and the academic study of protracted conflicts, the 30-

year confrontation between the government of the former-Soviet republic, Moldova, and the separatist 

pseudo-state supported by Moscow has become a familiar if not archetypical case.

This report outlines the genesis of the Transnistrian conflict, focusing on public perceptions inside and 

outside Moldova and on a settlement process that so far has brought no substantial results. The lack of a 

solution to the Transnistria issue poses wider questions about the usefulness of existing conflict resolution 

formats and processes.

The approaches to resolving the conflict have created a misleading impression that the issue is purely in-

ternal to Moldova, with Russia playing the role of impartial mediator and provider of peacekeeping forces. 

They also focus on local confidence-building measures rather than wider geopolitical challenges, such as 

the unwanted Russian military presence on the territory of the Republic of Moldova.

The Moldovan experience indicates that a sustainable solution to such conflicts, based on respect for 

international law and Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe principles and commitments, is 

impossible without a greater emphasis on the accountability of Russia. 

Applying instruments intended for domestic and civil conflict resolution to what are interstate conflicts is 

misleading and risks prolonging such conflicts and making them more difficult rather than easier to resolve. 

The key to solving the conflict in line with international law and OSCE principles lies in Moscow and less 

in Chişinău or Tiraspol.



 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gov.md/sites/default/files/1992-07-21-ru-moscow-agr_on_principles_of_peaceful_settlem.pdf
https://gov.md/sites/default/files/1992-07-21-ru-moscow-agr_on_principles_of_peaceful_settlem.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/6/d/42310.pdf
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https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/4/3/42308.pdf
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https://iwpr.net/global-voices/disinformation-muddles-transnistrian-conflict-resolution
https://www.mold-street.com/?go=news&n=12391
https://www.4freerussia.org/russian-gas-and-the-financing-of-separatism-in-moldova/
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https://jamestown.org/program/the-gagauz-referendum-in-moldova-a-russian-political-weapon/
http://www.rulac.org/assets/downloads/Ilascu_v_Moldova_and_Russia.pdf
http://www.cisr-md.org/pdf/Report%20ROM%20Master%20Draft%20vEG.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/7/9/16558.pdf
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https://pism.pl/publications/Renewal_of_Negotiations_on_Resolving_the_Transnistria_Conflict
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/d/f/244656.pdf
https://www.osce.org/ro/mission-to-moldova/392477
https://www.osce.org/ro/mission-to-moldova/392477
https://gov.md/en/content/407-diplomas-neutral-model-have-been-authenticated-within-3-years-implementation-protocol
https://gov.md/en/content/407-diplomas-neutral-model-have-been-authenticated-within-3-years-implementation-protocol
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https://gov.md/en/content/vehicle-registration-points-transnistrian-region-celebrate-two-years-functioning
https://gov.md/en/content/vehicle-registration-points-transnistrian-region-celebrate-two-years-functioning
https://freedomhouse.org/country/transnistria/freedom-world/2021
https://anticoruptie.md/ro/special/fermierii-din-raionul-dubasari-duble-victime-ale-transnistrenilor-si-ale-pandemiei
https://anticoruptie.md/ro/special/fermierii-din-raionul-dubasari-duble-victime-ale-transnistrenilor-si-ale-pandemiei
https://jamestown.org/program/moldovas-degrading-sovereignty-amid-coronavirus-spike/
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/f/9/42309.pdf
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https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=16014&lang=ro.%20%20
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https://globalvoices.org/2021/09/01/transnistrian-election-fraud-a-slap-in-the-face-of-moldovan-democracy/
https://globalvoices.org/2021/09/01/transnistrian-election-fraud-a-slap-in-the-face-of-moldovan-democracy/
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https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/5/7/41355.pdf
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https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/6/5/39569.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/e/3/14108.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/b/f/40521.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/1079256.html
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https://www.mid.ru/en/posledniye_dobavlnenniye/-/asset_publisher/MCZ7HQuMdqBY/content/id/3782852
https://www.mid.ru/en/posledniye_dobavlnenniye/-/asset_publisher/MCZ7HQuMdqBY/content/id/3782852


 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCEEUS REPORT / OCTOBER 2021     

Victoria Roșa is a Foreign Affairs and Security Expert as well as a Member of the Board of the Foreign 
Policy Association of Moldova, and a former Security and Defence Adviser to the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Moldova.

Previous reports in the SCEEUS Report Series on Human Rights Previous reports in the SCEEUS Report Series on Human Rights 
and Security in Eastern Europe:and Security in Eastern Europe:  

Human Rights Violations in the Occupied Parts of Ukraine’s Donbas since 2014 by Halya CoynashHuman Rights Violations in the Occupied Parts of Ukraine’s Donbas since 2014 by Halya Coynash  
SCEEUS Reports on Human Rights and Security in Eastern Europe No. 1, February 2021SCEEUS Reports on Human Rights and Security in Eastern Europe No. 1, February 2021
  
Prisoners as Political Commodities in the Occupied Areas of the Donbas by Stanislav Aseyev & Prisoners as Political Commodities in the Occupied Areas of the Donbas by Stanislav Aseyev & 
Andreas UmlandAndreas Umland
SCEEUS Reports on Human Rights and Security in Eastern Europe No. 2, April 2021SCEEUS Reports on Human Rights and Security in Eastern Europe No. 2, April 2021

Achievements and Limitations of the OSCE ’s Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine by Andreas Achievements and Limitations of the OSCE ’s Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine by Andreas 
UmlandUmland
SCEEUS Reports on Human Rights and Security in Eastern Europe No. 3, June 2021SCEEUS Reports on Human Rights and Security in Eastern Europe No. 3, June 2021

The Stockholm Centre for Eastern European Studies (SCEEUS) at the Swedish Institute of International The Stockholm Centre for Eastern European Studies (SCEEUS) at the Swedish Institute of International 
Affairs (UI) is an independent Centre, funded by the Swedish Government, established in 2021. The Cen-Affairs (UI) is an independent Centre, funded by the Swedish Government, established in 2021. The Cen-
tre conducts policy relevant analysis on Russia and Eastern Europe and serves as a platform and meeting tre conducts policy relevant analysis on Russia and Eastern Europe and serves as a platform and meeting 
place for national and international discussions and exchanges on Russia and Eastern Europe.place for national and international discussions and exchanges on Russia and Eastern Europe.

©2021 Stockholm Centre for Eastern European Studies©2021 Stockholm Centre for Eastern European Studies
Language editing: Andrew MashLanguage editing: Andrew Mash

https://www.ui.se/globalassets/butiken/ui-report/ui-report-no.-1-2021.pdf
https://www.ui.se/globalassets/ui.se-eng/publications/ui-publications/2021/ui-report-no-2-2021.pdf
https://www.ui.se/globalassets/ui.se-eng/publications/ui-publications/2021/ui-report-no-2-2021.pdf
https://www.ui.se/english/publications/ui-publications/2021/achievements-and-limitations-of-the-osce-s-special-monitoring-mission-to-ukraine/
https://www.ui.se/english/publications/ui-publications/2021/achievements-and-limitations-of-the-osce-s-special-monitoring-mission-to-ukraine/

	framsida till julia
	SCEEUS REPORT No4. 2021
	Mall SCEEUS REPORT Baksida No 4

